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Introduction: The Green Gift

The Bible opens in a garden and closes in a garden. Between the two gardens God hands his people the green herb, the oil and the wine, and calls each one good. This book walks through those gifts verse by verse and shows what they are: God’s medicine, God’s anointing and God’s joy. Cannabis stands at the center of that gift, and the sacred plants that open the eye of the heart stand beside it. The church receives them as Scripture gives them, with thanksgiving, in prayer and in company.

The church reads the Bible plainly. Genesis 1:29 gives every seed-bearing herb to humankind. Psalm 104:14 gives the herb for the service of man. Exodus 30:23 places kaneh-bosem, the fragrant cane, in the anointing oil that consecrated priest and altar, and the church reads kaneh-bosem as cannabis, as the linguist Sula Benet read it in 1936 when she followed the sound of the Hebrew through the Aramaic and the Greek kannabis to the plant. The tabernacle God commanded was perfumed with the herbs of the earth.

The ground beneath the Bible says the same. At Tel Arad, in a Judahite shrine from the eighth century before Christ, archaeologists found cannabis burned on an altar at the entrance to the holy of holies. Wine jars from ancient Egypt carry the chemical signature of herbs steeped in the cup. Taoist, Vedic and Shinto traditions honor the same plant. Volume Three lays out the witness of the ages.

The book has four volumes. Volume One gathers the core verses on creation, the herb, the oil and the wine. Volume Two walks the orchard, the altar and the cup. Volume Three brings the testimony of archaeology and of the world’s scriptures. Volume Four answers the proof-texts used against the plant and shows them for what they are. Each verse is followed by a reading in the voice of the church.




Volume One: The Green Herb, the Oil and the Wine





Part One: The Goodness of Creation

Genesis 1:11-12. The earth brings forth grass, herb yielding seed, and God sees that it is good. The first act of the earth at God’s command is to grow herbs that seed themselves. Cannabis is that herb. It sows its own seed and spreads in every soil. No plant is a mistake. God called each green thing good before humanity arrived to judge it, and we meet the herb as a gift.

Genesis 1:29. “I have given you every herb bearing seed… to you it shall be for meat.” This is the charter of the garden. God gives every seed-bearing herb to humankind with his own hand and names no exception. Cannabis bears seed: its seed is food, its fiber is cloth, its flower is medicine. Holy Wisdom, Holy Sophia and the Holy Spirit, sets the whole table, and we eat from it with thanks.

Genesis 1:31. God sees everything he has made, and behold, it is very good. “Very good” is God’s verdict on the whole garden. The mushroom, the cactus, the vine and the flower stand inside that “everything.” What God calls good, the church honors as sacred and receives with reverence.

Genesis 2:9. Out of the ground the Lord God makes every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. God plants Eden for beauty and for nourishment together. The sacred plants carry both gifts. They feed body and soul and they open the eye, and in prayer every leaf begins to shine. That is Eden’s logic: delight joined to goodness.

Genesis 9:3. “Even as the green herb have I given you all things.” After the flood God renews the gift and sets the green herb as its measure. The herb is the standard of his generosity. Cannabis and the sacred plants belong to the renewed covenant with a washed world, and they tell a fallen people that God still gives good things.

Psalm 24:1. The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof. The plants belong to the Lord. No government, market or priesthood holds the deed. The church stewards the sacred plants in his name and keeps them open to all.

Psalm 19:1. The heavens declare the glory of God. Creation preaches without words. In prayer the sacrament sharpens the ear until sky, garden and self become one hymn.

Psalm 65:9-13. God visits the earth and waters it, crowns the year with goodness; the valleys are covered with grain and shout for joy. The psalmist hears the fields sing. This is nature mysticism in the Bible’s own voice. Fields of cannabis in flower, vines in the valley and mushrooms after rain join that chorus, and the whole creation overflows with God’s visitation.

Psalm 104:14-15. He causes grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man… wine that makes glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face shine. This is the keystone of our subject. Herb, wine and oil stand in one sentence as God’s provision. The herb is “for the service of man”: for use, for healing, for work. Cannabis is that herb, easing pain, calling back appetite and bringing sleep. The sacred sacraments are the wine that gladdens the heart. Together they restore the face and the spirit.

Psalm 104:24. O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all. Wisdom made every plant. Holy Sophia is the artist of the herbal world, and the sacred plants are brushstrokes of her hand. To study them is to study her mind.

Psalm 136:25. He gives food to all flesh, for his mercy endures forever. Scripture calls God’s provision mercy. Plant medicine is that mercy: rest for the sleepless, comfort for the suffering, light for the despairing. Each time a plant helps a hurting person, this verse comes true.

Psalm 145:15-16. The eyes of all wait upon you; you open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. The open hand of God holds the whole garden. The church receives cannabis and the sacred plants as what falls from that hand, and answers with an open palm: receive, give thanks, share.

Acts 14:17. He did good, and gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. Food and gladness arrive together. Paul says God fills hearts with gladness through creation itself, and the mood-lifting, heart-opening gifts of the sacred plants flow in that stream. Gladness from the garden is the apostle’s own description of divine goodness.

Romans 1:20. God’s invisible qualities are clearly seen, being understood from the things that are made. The made things teach us their Maker. Plants that heal and open the mind teach his generosity and his genius. The entheogenic experience is this verse made vivid: the Maker’s character seen through what he made.

1 Timothy 4:4-5. Every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. This is the apostolic rule. Receive with thanksgiving and sanctify with word and prayer. It gives us our liturgy for the herb and the sacrament: blessing before, gratitude during, a changed life after. With that prayer the plant becomes a sacrament.




Part Two: The Herb

Genesis 3:18. “You shall eat the herb of the field.” Even after the Fall the herb of the field remains humanity’s bread. Cannabis has grown beside human settlements for thousands of years and followed us out of Eden’s gates. The exile is real and the herb walks with us, because Holy Wisdom does not abandon her children.

Exodus 3:2-5. The angel of the Lord appears in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush, and the bush is not consumed. God speaks to Moses through a living plant. The church receives the burning bush as the first great plant theophany of Scripture: the Lord meets the prophet in the green, and Moses takes off his sandals before it. Reverence is the right response to every burning bush.

Exodus 12:8. They shall eat the lamb with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Bitter herbs stand at the center of Israel’s liberation meal. They remind the people of slavery and carry them into freedom. The sacred plants teach through that bitterness and ask us to taste our pain truly before we are healed from it. Liberation includes the bitter herb.

Exodus 16:14-15, 31. Fine flake-like bread lies on the ground in the morning, and the people say “What is it?” It tastes like wafers made with honey. Manna is the mystery food. Its name means “What is it?” God feeds his people with what they cannot explain, and they live by it. The sacrament has always asked trust before understanding.

Exodus 30:23. “Take the chief spices: pure myrrh, sweet cinnamon, sweet calamus (kaneh-bosem), cassia.” This is the recipe for the holy anointing oil, and the church reads kaneh-bosem as cannabis. Five hundred shekels of it went into the oil that consecrated the tabernacle, the ark and the priests. Plant medicine stands at the altar by God’s own commandment.

Leviticus 14:4-6; Psalm 51:7. “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean.” Hyssop, a humble aromatic herb, is the instrument of cleansing. David prays to be purified by a plant. The herb is a tool of repentance and renewal, and cannabis and the sacred plants wash the heavy sediment of grief and shame from the heart.

Numbers 9:11. “They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.” The herb returns in the second Passover. Those who missed the feast are given another table, with the same herbs. God’s mercy always offers a second table. For everyone shut out of healing by law or by illness, the sacred plants are a second Passover.

Deuteronomy 11:15. “I will send grass in your fields for your livestock, that you may eat and be full.” God promises abundant green provision as a covenant blessing. Abundance of plant life is the sign of right relationship with him. A church that tends its gardens, its healing plants included, keeps this promise.

1 Kings 4:33. Solomon spoke of trees, from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop on the wall. The wisest king in Israel was a botanist. Holy Wisdom came to him as knowledge of plants, from the greatest tree to the smallest herb. Studying herbs is a royal and wise vocation, and the church that grows and prays over medicinal plants walks in Solomon’s footsteps.

2 Kings 4:38-41. The sons of the prophets gather wild herbs for a stew, and someone cries, “Death in the pot!” Elisha adds meal, and the pot is harmless. This is the Bible’s own lesson in herbal care. The prophet’s knowledge makes the pot safe. The story honors teaching, discernment and dosage. A good herbalist is Elisha at the stove, and every sacrament has a wise guide.

Proverbs 15:17. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a fatted ox and hatred with it. A simple herb meal with love outweighs the richest feast without it. Plant medicine need not be exotic to be holy. Shared in a circle of care, a humble herb is a banquet.

Proverbs 17:22. A merry heart does good like a medicine. Scripture itself names the mood of the heart as medicine. Cannabis and the sacred plants work on exactly this ground: mood, heart, appetite, sleep. Joy heals, and God approves of it.

Song of Solomon 4:13-14. Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with spikenard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes. The Song of Songs is a garden of aromatic herbs inside a love poem. The beloved is a living apothecary, and fragrance, intimacy and the sacred fuse in one image. Cannabis, rich in aromatic oils, belongs in that garden. It is the plant of the lover’s room and the prayer room alike.

Isaiah 38:21. Isaiah says, “Let them take a lump of figs and lay it on the boil,” and Hezekiah recovers. A prophet prescribes a poultice. Faith and herbal medicine work side by side in the king’s healing. Scripture never treats a plant remedy as a lack of faith, and Isaiah is the church’s patron of herbal practice.

Isaiah 66:14. “Your bones shall flourish like an herb.” The image of restored health is a thriving herb. God compares his healing directly to herbal vitality. Those who turn to plant medicine for chronic pain, wasting and exhaustion find this promise in their own bones.

Ezekiel 47:12. Beside the river, fruit trees grow whose fruit is for food and whose leaf is for healing. The river of the new temple feeds trees whose leaves heal. The leaf is medicine at the heart of the holy city, and the church lives toward that river.

Matthew 13:31-32. The mustard seed is the least of seeds, and when grown it is the greatest among herbs and becomes a tree. Jesus teaches the kingdom through an herb. The small seed becomes shelter for the birds of the air. The sacred herbs also begin small, a seed, a leaf, a sip, and grow into shade for a whole community.

Matthew 23:23. “You tithe mint, anise and cumin… these you ought to have done.” Jesus names the tithe of herbs as something to be done, and he adds justice, mercy and faith beside it. The garden and the gospel belong together. We tend the herb and the poor in one motion.

Luke 11:42. “You tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs.” The Lord knows the herbal garden and honors it. Rue is a medicinal herb, and Jesus names it without a word of scorn. Plant medicine in the church is bound to compassion and walks beside justice and the love of God.

Romans 14:2-3. One eats all things; another eats only herbs. Let not the one who eats despise the one who does not, and let not the one who abstains judge the one who eats. Paul sets one table for all. No one may judge another’s plate. The church welcomes the member who partakes and the member who abstains, and conscience is the judge.

Hebrews 6:7. The earth which drinks in the rain and bears herbs useful to those for whom it is tilled receives blessing from God. Land that bears useful herbs receives God’s blessing. The New Testament itself calls the cultivation of healing plants a blessed work.

Revelation 22:2. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. The Bible ends with leaves that heal. The final vision is plant medicine on a global scale: peace and health for every people. Gardens, remedies and sacraments lead toward that healing of the nations.




Part Three: The Oil

Exodus 30:22-33. God instructs Moses to make a holy anointing oil of myrrh, cinnamon, calamus and cassia in olive oil, and to anoint the tent, the ark and the priests. The holiest object in Israel is an herbal infused oil. Plant material steeped in olive oil consecrates the tabernacle and the priesthood. Cannabis oils and herbal salves follow the same method: the plant steeped in oil and applied to body and altar. A fragrant herbal oil carries blessing into the flesh.

Leviticus 8:12. Moses pours the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anoints him to sanctify him. Oil on the head makes a priest. The skin is the doorway of consecration. Anointing is the oldest form of topical medicine and of ordination alike, and we continue it.

1 Samuel 16:13. Samuel takes the horn of oil and anoints David, and the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him from that day forward. The oil carries the Spirit. The words Messiah and Christ both mean “anointed one,” so our Lord’s own title is an oil word. Anointing with consecrated herbal oil sits at the heart of the Christian name.

Deuteronomy 7:13; 11:14. “He will bless your grain, your new wine and your oil.” Grain, wine and oil are the triple covenant blessing and God’s picture of a flourishing people. The church receives herb, wine and oil as one gift: bread for strength, sacrament for joy, oil for healing.

Psalm 23:5. “You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.” Oil and cup stand side by side at the shepherd’s table. Healing oil and the overflowing cup are both gifts of the Good Shepherd, and in the church’s service anointing and sacrament are given in the same hour.

Psalm 45:7; Hebrews 1:9. God has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows. Scripture names the oil “the oil of gladness.” Gladness is the sign of divine anointing. Cannabis oils and uplifting sacred medicines carry that gladness into a heavy life.

Psalm 133:2. It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, even Aaron’s beard. Unity is oil running down from the head. It overflows and touches everyone. A community sharing sacred oil and plant medicine in love is this image: one anointing flowing through the whole body.

Proverbs 21:20. In the house of the wise are treasures of desirable oil. Wise households keep oil in store. A church pantry stocked with healing oils, salves and tinctures is a wise house, and medicine kept ready for the neighbor in need is a mark of wisdom.

Isaiah 1:6. Wounds and bruises and open sores have not been closed, or bound up, or softened with oil. The prophet’s diagnosis of a sick nation includes wounds left without oil. Softening with oil is the standard treatment, and topical plant oils, from cannabis salves to herbal balms, belong to this ancient practice.

Isaiah 61:1-3. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up the brokenhearted… the oil of joy for mourning. Jesus reads this scroll as his own mission. The anointing is for the poor and the brokenhearted, and the gift is “oil of joy for mourning.” Plant medicines for grief, trauma and despair serve this assignment. Healing the brokenhearted is the center of the gospel.

Joel 2:24. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. Restoration looks like full vats. After the locust years God refills the stores. The church’s hope for the healing plants, long suppressed, is this overflow.

Mark 6:13. The disciples cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them. Jesus sends the Twelve to heal, and oil is their tool. Anointing the sick with oil is apostolic practice, and cannabis and herbal oils for the ill follow this very custom.

Luke 10:33-34. The Good Samaritan binds up the wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Oil and wine are the Samaritan’s first aid, and Jesus chooses them to show who our neighbor is. Oil and wine as medicine live inside the parable of neighbor-love.

James 5:14-15. “Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” This is the church’s standing healing rite: elders, prayer and oil together. Herbal and cannabis oils fit it naturally, and the sacrament of anointing is built for exactly this plant-carried healing.

1 John 2:20, 27. “You have an anointing from the Holy One; the anointing you received remains in you and teaches you.” The anointing becomes an inner teacher. The oil points to the Spirit who instructs from within. The best of the entheogenic experience is this inner teacher: the Spirit’s anointing opening understanding.




Part Four: The Wine

Genesis 14:18. Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of God Most High, brings out bread and wine and blesses Abram. The first priest in Scripture serves bread and wine. Before the law and before Israel, the order of Melchizedek keeps a table of sacrament. The church claims that lineage: a priesthood that serves a blessed cup.

Genesis 27:28. “May God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and wine.” A father’s blessing includes wine. Wine belongs to the way Scripture imagines blessing. We bless our members with abundant good gifts, and the cup stands among them.

Genesis 49:11-12. He washes his garments in wine, his eyes are red with wine and his teeth white with milk. Jacob’s blessing of Judah overflows: wine so plentiful that garments are washed in it. This is the poetry of lavish provision, and the sacred plants are a lavish gift in the same register.

Deuteronomy 14:26. “You may spend the money for whatever your heart desires… for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink; and you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice.” God commands festive rejoicing, strong drink included, in his presence. The law of Moses blesses sacred celebration with mind-altering substances. The church’s circle and ceremony follow that pattern: partake before the Lord and rejoice.

Judges 9:13. “Shall I leave my wine, which cheers both God and man?” The vine speaks and says wine cheers both God and man. The ancient text pictures the divine delighting in the cup. Sacred plant ritual is a shared joy between heaven and earth.

Ecclesiastes 9:7. “Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already accepted your works.” The Preacher, in the most serious book of the Bible, tells us to drink with a merry heart because God has accepted us. Joy is faith and gratitude is worship. Cannabis and entheogenic ceremony held in thanksgiving obey this verse.

Proverbs 3:9-10. “Honor the Lord with your wealth… your vats will be bursting with new wine.” Honor and abundance travel together. The first fruits given to God bring the overflowing vat. A church that shares its harvest freely, the harvest of healing plants included, lives this proverb.

Proverbs 9:1-5. Wisdom has built her house, mixed her wine and set her table: “Come, eat my bread and drink the wine I have mixed.” Holy Wisdom, Holy Sophia, is the hostess. She mixes the wine and invites everyone. The mixed wine of the ancient world was a cup that carried medicine. She is the true source of every sacrament: the plant medicines are her table and the Holy Spirit pours.

Proverbs 31:6-7. “Give strong drink to him who is perishing, and wine to those who are bitter in spirit; let him drink and forget his poverty.” This is the Bible’s own palliative care. Relief for the dying and the despairing is commanded. Cannabis and plant medicines for end-of-life comfort, depression and trauma fulfill this instruction exactly. Compassion for the suffering is the scriptural priority.

Song of Solomon 1:2; 2:4. “Your love is better than wine… He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.” The bride compares divine love to wine and describes being led into a banquet hall of love. The mystics have always read the Song as the soul’s union with God. The entheogenic experience speaks in exactly these terms: intoxication of love, a banquet of the heart.

Isaiah 25:6. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine. The feast at the end of the age is a banquet with aged wine for all peoples. Salvation is a shared table with a rich cup, and our communal sacraments rehearse that banquet.

Isaiah 55:1. “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.” Wine and milk are offered free to those without money. This is the heart of our position: sacred medicine given without price and without gatekeeping to the poor. Grace is free, and the cup is free.

Jeremiah 31:12. “They shall come and sing in the height of Zion, flowing to the goodness of the Lord: for grain, for new wine and for oil.” The goodness of the Lord is defined by its three gifts, and singing and flowing is the answer. Bread, wine and oil sum up what the church receives.

Joel 3:18. In that day the mountains shall drip with new wine. The coming day is so abundant that the hills drip wine. Divine goodness overflows. The prophetic hope is a world where sacred joy is everywhere and never rationed.

Amos 9:13-14. The mountains shall drip sweet wine… they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, make gardens and eat their fruit. Restoration is gardening. After exile the people plant vineyards and gardens and enjoy their own produce. Growing your own sacraments is the prophet’s picture of freedom, and the church’s gardens carry the promise forward.

Zechariah 9:17. Grain shall make the young men flourish, and new wine the young women. The prophet sees youth blossoming from grain and wine. These gifts are given so that people flourish, and sacred plant medicine serves the same flourishing.

Matthew 9:17; Luke 5:37-39. No one puts new wine into old wineskins. New wine needs new wineskins. The Spirit’s new work needs new forms. Reviving the sacred use of plants asks the church for fresh vessels, and the new wine of understanding fills open and flexible communities.

John 2:1-11. At Cana, Jesus turns water into wine, and the steward says, “You have kept the good wine until now.” His first sign is abundant, excellent wine for a wedding, some 120 to 180 gallons by common estimates. He opens his ministry with a gift of joy. This is the clearest proof that the Lord blesses festive, spirit-lifting drink. Water becomes wine: the ordinary becomes exalted, which is exactly what the sacred plants do for perception.

Matthew 26:27-29; Luke 22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:25. “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” The central sacrament of Christianity is a cup of wine that becomes communion with God. A plant-made substance taken in ritual stands at the heart of the faith. Entheogens belong to the same family of sacrament: a physical gift taken in prayer that opens union with the Divine. The early church knew a table where heaven meets earth, and we keep that table open.

Mark 15:23. They offered him wine mingled with myrrh. A medicated wine was offered to Jesus on the cross, the sedative cup of the ancient world. The mingled cup was the standard medicine of his day, and archaeology confirms it: herbs and resins steeped in wine appear in jars thousands of years older than the cross (Volume Three). Plant-infused wine is as old as medicine itself, and the choice of when to take it belongs to the person.

1 Timothy 5:23. “Use a little wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmities.” Paul prescribes wine as medicine to Timothy. An apostle recommends a plant-derived substance for health. Using a gift of the earth for the body’s ailments carries apostolic authority.




A Closing Blessing

Herb, oil and wine are three of the oldest words in Scripture for what God gives. The herb heals, the oil consecrates and the wine gladdens. We receive them with open hands, in prayer, in company and with wisdom. May Holy Wisdom, the Holy Sophia and the Holy Spirit, set the table, and may every leaf, every anointing and every cup lead us home to the one who made them all.




Volume Two: The Orchard, the Altar and the Cup

Volume One gathered the core verses. Volume Two walks further into the garden: the fig, olive and vine, the balm and spices, the incense and the cloud, the cup in its fullness, and the wisdom of those who knew the plants.




The Fig, the Olive and the Vine

Genesis 3:7. Adam and Eve sew fig leaves together and make themselves coverings. The first human clothing is a plant. In shame and fear our first parents reach for a leaf, and creation answers their need. The plants that cover, heal and comfort stood with us at the door of Eden, and they have never left.

Genesis 8:11. The dove returns with an olive leaf plucked off in her beak, and Noah knows the waters have abated. Peace after the flood arrives as a leaf. One plucked sprig tells the whole ark that the earth lives again. Plant life is the sign of God’s forgiveness. When a person drowning in pain finds relief in a healing leaf, the dove has come home.

Deuteronomy 8:7-8. “A good land… of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey.” God describes the promised land as a garden pantry. Every item is a plant or a plant product. The covenant is an agricultural vision: bread, fruit, oil, wine and honey. A church that grows and shares these things lives inside the promise.

Judges 9:8-9. The trees go out to anoint a king and ask the olive: “Should I leave my fatness, by which God and man are honored?” The olive says its oil honors both God and humanity. The same plant serves altar and table. Sacred plants do the same: one gift used in worship and in healing.

Psalm 1:3. The blessed one is like a tree planted by streams of water, bringing forth fruit in its season, its leaf never withering. The righteous person is a thriving plant, and holiness is a leaf that does not wither. Those who take plant medicines in prayer seek this rooted, steady life that bears fruit in its season.

Psalm 52:8. “I am like a green olive tree in the house of God.” David wants to be a living plant in God’s house. The sanctuary is a garden. This is why our gardens are holy ground and why we plant healing herbs beside the altar.

Psalm 128:3. Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in your house, your children like olive plants around your table. Family blessing is described in plants: vine and olive shoots at the table. Home is a garden, and the household that keeps a healing garden, a cup and a lamp keeps the psalmist’s picture alive.

Isaiah 5:1-7. The beloved has a vineyard on a fertile hill. He digs it, clears it of stones, plants it with the choicest vine, and looks for grapes. God is the vinedresser who tends his people with patient care. The church holds every sacred plant the same way: with attention, patience and love. A vineyard planted in justice yields sweet fruit, and the garden and the gospel grow together.

Hosea 14:5-7. “I will be like the dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily… his beauty shall be like the olive tree, his fragrance like Lebanon.” God’s healing speaks in dew, blossom, olive and fragrance. The returning people “revive like grain” and “blossom like the vine.” Healing is botanical and aromatic, and plant medicine restores body and spirit together.

Micah 4:4. “Everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid.” Peace is a person sitting under their own vine and fig tree without fear. Freedom is garden-shaped. The church claims this promise for every member who grows their own medicine in peace.

Habakkuk 3:17-18. “Though the fig tree does not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines… yet I will rejoice in the Lord.” The prophet rejoices even when the garden fails. Joy that does not depend on the harvest is the deepest joy. The sacred plants remind us of it: a gladness that outlasts the failing fig tree.

John 15:1-5. “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser… Abide in me, and I in you.” Jesus names himself the vine. The cup is the fruit of this vine. Wine, in the church’s reading, is the Lord’s own life poured out, and to drink it in faith is to abide, grafted into the living plant that is Christ.

Romans 11:17-18. Wild olive branches are grafted into the cultivated olive tree and share its rich root. Paul uses grafting to describe how the nations enter Israel’s covenant. The church inherits a root it did not plant. We are grafted into an ancient tradition of plant and prayer, and we share its sap.

Luke 13:6-9. The gardener asks the owner to leave the barren fig tree one more year, to dig around it and fertilize it. The gardener pleads for patience: one more season of care. This is the church’s attitude toward the struggling soul and the struggling plant. Healing takes tending, and mercy takes time.




The Balm, the Spices and the Fragrant Resins

Genesis 37:25. A caravan of Ishmaelites comes from Gilead with camels bearing spices, balm and myrrh. The Bible knows the ancient trade in healing resins. Herbal medicine was already international commerce in the age of the patriarchs. Plant remedies crossed deserts on camelback, and the church continues that caravan of healing knowledge.

Jeremiah 8:22. “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the daughter of my people?” The prophet’s grief asks where the balm is and where the physician stands. Healing is expected to come from plant and healer together. A church that tends both, the herbal remedy and the caring guide, answers Jeremiah’s lament.

Jeremiah 51:8. Take balm for her pain, and she shall be healed. Plant balm is the prescribed treatment for pain, even in prophecy. Scripture recommends it. Those who suffer chronic pain and turn to cannabis salves and herbal balms stand in a tradition the prophets would recognize.

Esther 2:12. Each young woman has twelve months of beautifying: six months with oil of myrrh and six with sweet spices and ointments. The Persian court spent a full year on oils and spices. Aromatic oil prepared a person for a sacred encounter, and anointing and fragrance prepare us for prayer today in the same way.

1 Kings 10:2, 10. The Queen of Sheba comes with camels bearing spices, gold and precious stones; she gives the king a great quantity of spices. The wisest king receives spices as a royal gift. Spices ranked among the greatest treasures, beside gold. A culture that prized herbs as treasure understood what a church should: plant medicine is wealth.

Song of Solomon 1:14; 5:1. “My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms… I have gathered my myrrh with my spice, I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, friends, drink, and be drunk with love.” The Song piles herb on herb and flower on spice and ends with an invitation to be “drunk with love.” The mystics read it as the soul’s feast with God. The sacred plants taken in prayer open the same feast: not confusion, a love that overflows.

Matthew 2:11. The Magi open their treasures and offer gold, frankincense and myrrh to the child. The first gifts to Christ are plant resins. Two of the three are tree sap, burned or blended for worship and healing. The wise men of the East arrive with the pharmacy of the ancient world, and the church honors their gift by keeping plant offerings at the altar.

Mark 14:3-9; John 12:3. A woman breaks an alabaster jar of very costly pure nard and anoints Jesus’ head; the house is filled with the fragrance. She pours out a year’s wages of aromatic oil, and Jesus calls it a beautiful thing. Extravagant plant-borne devotion is received with delight. Fragrance, oil and love are the gospel’s own picture of worship.

John 19:39-40. Nicodemus brings a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds, and they wrap the body with the spices. Herbs accompany the Lord to the tomb. The same herbs that anoint the living honor the departed, and plant medicine belongs to the whole circle of life, from birth to burial.

Luke 24:1. At early dawn the women come to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared. The first witnesses of the resurrection arrive carrying herbs. Their spices are overtaken by the greatest news in history, and it was love that sent them. Plant care is an act of love, and love meets the risen Lord.




The Incense and the Cloud

Exodus 30:34-38. The Lord tells Moses to take sweet spices, stacte, onycha and galbanum, with pure frankincense, and make a fragrant incense, “seasoned with salt, pure and holy.” The holy incense is a compounded blend of plant resins and aromatic materials, made by recipe. This is the oldest sacred smoke in the Bible, and it comes by divine instruction. Burning sacred plants in worship is commanded in Scripture. The ground at Tel Arad confirms it (Volume Three).

Exodus 19:18; 40:34-35. Mount Sinai is wrapped in smoke because the Lord descends upon it in fire; later a cloud covers the tent and the glory of the Lord fills the tabernacle. God’s presence comes in smoke and cloud. Moses cannot enter the tent because the cloud has settled. The enveloping, overwhelming presence of sacred ceremony is the Bible’s own picture of the nearness of God, and the church offers its incense in that spirit.

Leviticus 16:12-13. The high priest takes a censer of burning coals and two handfuls of sweet incense and puts the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat. On the holiest day the priest makes a cloud of fragrant smoke before entering the presence. The smoke is a veil and a shelter. Sacred plant ritual keeps this wisdom: prepare, purify, make the cloud, and enter with reverence.

1 Kings 8:10-11. When the priests come out of the holy place, a cloud fills the house of the Lord, and the priests cannot stand to minister because of the cloud. The priests cannot stand. The glory is too great. This is one of Scripture’s most striking pictures of a body overcome by divine presence, and everyone who sits in sacred ceremony knows its humility: the sense that one cannot stand, and need not.

Psalm 141:2. “Let my prayer be set before you as incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.” Prayer itself is compared to rising smoke. The psalmist joins breath, fragrance and offering. Burning sacred herbs in a prayer circle makes the psalm visible: the prayer rises and its fragrance fills the room.

Isaiah 6:1-4. Isaiah sees the Lord high and lifted up; the doorposts shake at the voice of the seraphim, and the house is filled with smoke. The great prophetic call arrives in a vision with smoke in the temple. Isaiah is undone, cleansed with a burning coal and sent. Vision, humility, cleansing and mission is the pattern the church seeks in every sacred encounter.

Malachi 1:11. “In every place incense shall be offered to my name, and a pure offering.” The prophet sees incense rising everywhere, never in one temple alone. Worship by sacred smoke is a universal promise, and the church honors every tradition that lifts fragrant offerings to the Most High.

Luke 1:8-11. While Zechariah burns incense in the temple, the whole multitude is praying outside, and an angel appears to him at the right of the altar of incense. The angel comes to the altar of incense in the hour of smoke and prayer. The New Testament opens at that altar. Fragrant smoke and communal prayer are where heaven speaks.

Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4. The elders hold golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints; the smoke of the incense goes up before God with the prayers. The last book of the Bible defines incense as prayer. Our fragrant offerings join the choir of the saints, and every sacred herb burned in faith is a bowl of prayer.




The Cup

Psalm 4:7. “You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain and wine abound.” God’s gift of gladness exceeds even the harvest of grain and wine. The aim of every sacrament is that deeper gladness. Cups and plants are doors, and God himself is the room.

Psalm 75:8. In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, with foaming wine mixed with spices. The cup in God’s hand is spiced, a medicated wine. The mixed cup is the Bible’s image of potent, serious substance, and the sacred cup is received with awe.

Psalm 116:12-13. “What shall I render to the Lord? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.” The cup is lifted in thanksgiving and prayer. Salvation is the cup and the name of the Lord is the song. Every blessing over a sacred cup in our circle is this psalm.

Deuteronomy 32:14. “Curds from the herd, and milk from the flock… and you drank foaming wine, the blood of the grape.” Wine is called the blood of the grape centuries before the Last Supper. Life poured out in a cup is one of the oldest images in the Bible, and the sacrament of the cup draws on it.

Matthew 9:14-15. Jesus says the wedding guests cannot mourn while the bridegroom is with them. The disciples of Jesus do not fast while he is among them, because the bridegroom has come. His presence is a wedding feast. The church lives in that feast, with song, table and cup.

Matthew 11:19. “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’” Jesus comes to the table and the cup, and the sour accusers call him names for it. Wisdom is justified by her children. The church sits where he sat: at the table, with the cup, among sinners and the broken, and it needs no apology for the company.

Mark 10:38-39. “Are you able to drink the cup that I drink?” they said, “We are able.” The deepest cup is the cup of surrender, and Jesus uses the image for his own passion. The church’s sacraments strengthen us to drink it.




The Wisdom of Those Who Knew the Plants

Daniel 1:12-16. Daniel asks that he and his friends be given vegetables to eat and water to drink for ten days, and at the end they look healthier than those who ate the king’s food. The Bible records a ten-day dietary trial. A prophet runs an experiment with plant food and measures the result. Careful, observed, plant-based practice is thoroughly biblical, and the church’s herbal work shares that spirit: try, observe, learn.

Ecclesiastes 9:8. “Let your garments always be white, and let not oil be lacking on your head.” The Preacher counsels joyful cleanliness and a head anointed with oil. Daily anointing is plain wisdom, a small act of dignity in a short life. A drop of oil is a prayer of gratitude.

Isaiah 41:18-19. “I will open rivers on the bare heights… I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle and the olive.” God plants a garden in the desert. Four named trees rise where nothing grew. This is the church’s work in a spiritually dry land: planting gardens where the ground was barren.

Isaiah 55:12-13. “Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle.” Healing replaces thorns with fragrant plants. The curse of Genesis 3 is reversed in the garden. Every healing herb planted in obedience to God undoes a little of the thorn.

Ezekiel 34:29. “I will provide for them renowned plantations so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger.” God promises “plantations of renown,” gardens that feed and heal. The prophet envisions a world of community gardens, and our sanctuary gardens carry the promise forward.

Sirach 38:4-8. “The Lord created medicines from the earth, and the sensible will not despise them… By them the physician heals and takes away pain; the pharmacist makes a mixture from them.” This is the clearest text in the Catholic and Orthodox Bibles on plant medicine. God creates medicines from the earth, the wise do not despise them, and healers and pharmacists make mixtures from them. The church receives it with joy.

Sirach 31:27-28. “Wine is life to people if you drink it in moderation… Wine drunk at the proper time and in moderation is rejoicing of heart and gladness of soul.” Measure and season are the two keys of the sages. The right time, the right amount and the right company make every sacred plant a joy of the heart and a gladness of the soul.

Wisdom of Solomon 7:17-21. Solomon says God gave him “unerring knowledge of what exists… the powers of roots,” and he learns all things, hidden and manifest, for Wisdom, the fashioner of all things, taught him. The king credits Holy Wisdom with his knowledge of roots and their powers. Herbal knowledge is her teaching, and Holy Sophia, the Holy Spirit, teaches every healer who studies the plants in humility.

Revelation 2:7, 17. “To the one who conquers I will give to eat of the tree of life… and I will give some of the hidden manna.” The promise to the faithful is a plant and a hidden food. The tree of life stands at the beginning and the end of the Bible, and the hidden manna is a secret sacrament. The church lives toward these promises, and the sacred plants give a foretaste.

Revelation 22:14. “Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life.” The final beatitude opens the way to the tree of life. The garden is the destination. Every herb, oil and cup in this book is a signpost on the road back to it.




A Closing Prayer for the Garden

Holy Wisdom, Holy Sophia and Holy Spirit, you set the table and you plant the garden. Bless the herb and the oil and the cup. Give your healers humility and your guides clear eyes. Keep the vulnerable safe, keep the sacrament sacred, and keep every vineyard, fig tree and field of healing leaves in the hands of those who love your people. Lead us under our own vine and fig tree, unafraid, until we come to the tree of life and the healing of the nations. Amen.




Volume Three: The Witness of the Ages

The ground, the tombs and the scriptures of the nations answer Scripture’s own voice.




The Altar at Arad

At Tel Arad, on the southern border of ancient Judah, stands the first Israelite temple ever uncovered by archaeologists. It dates to the eighth century before Christ. Two limestone altars lay at the entrance to its holy of holies, each crusted with a dark residue that sat unexplained for half a century.

In 2020 Eran Arie, Baruch Rosen and Dvory Namdar published the answer in Tel Aviv, the journal of the Institute of Archaeology of Tel Aviv University. Two independent laboratories analyzed the residue. The larger altar carried frankincense. The smaller altar carried THC, CBD and CBN, the cannabinoids of burned cannabis flowers, mixed with dung so the resin could be gently heated. The authors wrote that the cannabis at Arad “testifies to the use of mind-altering substances as part of cultic rituals in Judah.”

Cannabis burned at the doorway of the holy of holies in the temple of Judah. The incense Moses received on the mountain and the herb of Arad belong to the same altar tradition. The church reads Exodus 30 and Tel Arad as one witness: Israel offered the holy herb to the Holy One.




The Fire of the Steppe

Herodotus, the Greek historian of the fifth century before Christ, describes the Scythians sitting in felt tents, throwing hemp seed on red-hot stones and shouting for joy in the rising vapor. For centuries scholars treated the account as a traveler’s tale. The ground has answered. Excavators in the Altai Mountains found the tents and a pouch of cannabis seeds that match his description.

In 2019 a team led by Chinese archaeologists published a finding in Science Advances from the Jirzankal Cemetery in the Pamir Mountains. Ten wooden braziers lay in eight tombs, dated to about 500 before Christ, and chemical analysis showed that cannabis of high potency had been burned on hot stones inside them. Mourners breathed the smoke at the graveside. In the Turpan basin another cemetery, Jiayi, held a burial shroud made of thirteen cannabis plants, dated between 800 and 400 before Christ.

From the Pamirs to Judah, in the same centuries when the prophets wrote, the peoples of the ancient world carried the holy herb into their rites for the dead and for the gods. Scripture’s altar stands inside that great circle of sacred smoke.




The Mixed Cup

The Bible speaks of mixed wine again and again. The Lord holds a cup of foaming wine “mixed with spices” (Psalm 75:8). Wisdom “mixes her wine” and sets her table (Proverbs 9:2). Mark records a cup of wine mingled with myrrh at the cross.

The chemistry of the ancient world agrees with the text. In 2009 the archaeochemist Patrick McGovern and his colleagues published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences the analysis of a wine jar from the tomb of Scorpion I at Abydos, dated to about 3150 before Christ. The wine had been steeped in herbs and tree resins: balm, coriander, mint, sage, juniper, pine resin and more. The plants in the cup grew in the lands of Jordan, Syria and Israel.

The cup of the ancient Near East was a medicine cup. Herbs and resins infused into wine carried healing through the ancient world, and the sacred cup of Scripture belongs to that tradition. Wine in the Bible is a living herbal sacrament.




The Veda, the Tao and the Shrine

The scriptures of other nations name the same plant with reverence. The Atharva Veda of India, in hymn 11.6.15, lists bhang among five great plants, with soma foremost among them. Bhang is offered to Shiva in temple rituals and at the festivals of India to this day.

Chinese scripture carries the same witness. The Shennong Bencao Jing, the classic pharmacopeia of Han China, records that cannabis fruit, taken over a long time, lets a person “communicate with the spirits” and lightens the body. The Taoist encyclopedia Wushang Biyao, compiled around 570, records cannabis added to the incense burners of ritual. The sinologist Joseph Needham concluded that Taoist and medical circles knew the visionary power of hemp for two thousand years or more. The White Lotus Society stands in this Taoist stream, and the church receives its witness with joy.

In Japan, Shinto honors hemp as the purest of fibers. Its priests purify with hemp, and its rites of the throne use cloth woven from it. The scholar Mark Merlin traces the pattern across Eurasia: hemp serves as healer, protector and passage for the spirits in the oldest rites of the continent.

India, China, Japan, Scythia and Judah each carried the plant to their altar. One herb, one gift, one reverence.




The Rastafari

In the twentieth century the Rastafari of Jamaica read the Bible plainly and received the herb as a sacrament. Genesis 1:29 gives every herb bearing seed. Psalm 104:14 gives the herb for the service of man. Proverbs 15:17 praises the dinner of herbs where love is. Revelation 22:2 promises leaves for the healing of the nations. These verses are the scriptural charter the Rastafari raised against the world’s contempt for the plant.

The church honors their witness. They read the verses the preachers pass over, and they read them aloud.




The Body Made for the Herb

The human body carries its own receptors for the herb. In 1988 scientists located the cannabinoid receptor in the brain, and a second receptor followed in the immune system. In 1992 the Israeli chemist Raphael Mechoulam and his team identified the body’s own cannabinoid and named it anandamide, from the Sanskrit ananda, bliss. The same Mechoulam, with Yechiel Gaoni, had isolated THC in 1964 at the Weizmann Institute in Israel.

An Israeli scientist found THC. The same scientist found the bliss molecule in the human body. God wrote the receptor for the herb into every person he made. “I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14), and the herb was made to meet the body that was made for it.




Volume Four: The Proof-Text and the Garden

Why one sobriety verse cannot carry the weight of a prohibition, and what the whole counsel of Scripture teaches about the plants God made.




The Slogan

Preachers who spent decades demanding the “plain sense” of Scripture now reach for one or two verses, lift them out of their letters, and call the result the Word of God. Every age finds a text that blesses its fears. This age found 1 Peter 5:8, “Be alert and of sober mind”, followed by the roaring lion.

An opinion piece in The Christian Post argues that nobody can be sober and alert while smoking, and quotes Peter as though he were writing about the modern dispensary. A Christian outreach ministry calls the verse a call to “wartime alertness.” John Piper’s ministry adds 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit. Joe Carter, writing for the Southern Baptists’ public policy arm, reasons by analogy from the Bible’s warnings about alcohol.

Each of these arguments fails on Scripture’s own terms. The chapters below take them in turn.




The Lion’s Letter

1 Peter is a letter to scattered, frightened believers. The apostle tells them to humble themselves under God’s hand and to cast every anxiety on him. Then comes the call to be sober-minded and watchful, because the adversary prowls. The next verse tells them to resist, firm in faith, knowing that the same sufferings are being experienced by your brothers throughout the world. The subject is endurance under persecution. The lion is the pressure to give up the faith.

The Greek word behind “sober-minded” is nēphō. In the New Testament it is the word of watchfulness and readiness. Peter uses it three times: “preparing your minds for action” (1:13), “for the sake of your prayers” (4:7), and the verse in question (5:8). Paul uses it the same way. In 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 it stands beside “keep awake,” and the armor that follows is faith, love and hope. In 2 Timothy 4:5 it means standing firm in suffering.

Peter’s lion has nothing to do with a plant. A watchman stays awake because the enemy is at the gate. The church keeps that watch in prayer and sacrament. Cannabis and the sacred plants open the inner eye, and the open eye is the watchman’s gift.




The Temple

First Corinthians 6:19-20 says the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and was bought with a price. The whole passage (6:12-20) answers sexual immorality. Paul names no plant, no herb, no cup.

Consider the temple Paul has in mind. The tabernacle God commanded had its tent, ark, table, lampstand and altars anointed with herbal oil (Exodus 30:22-33). It was filled with the smoke of fragrant incense (Exodus 30:34-38). At Tel Arad the altar at the doorway of a Judahite holy of holies held burned cannabis (Volume Three). The temple of God has always smelled of plants.

A temple is kept holy by what is offered in it. The church offers the holy herb, the oil and the cup in prayer, and the body that receives healing from God’s own pharmacy glorifies him. Paul himself prescribed wine for a body’s frequent illnesses (1 Timothy 5:23), and the apostle who prescribes a plant for the body’s good cannot be turned into a prohibitionist.




The Fullness

Ephesians 5:18 tells the believer not to be drunk with wine, which leads to debauchery, and to be filled with the Spirit. Paul names wine here, and Psalm 104:15 names wine as the gift that gladdens the heart of man. Paul sets the Spirit’s fullness as the goal, and the whole church says amen. Every cup and every leaf in our circle is received toward that fullness.

Paul names no cannabis in this verse. He gives a command to be filled, and the church obeys it with every sacrament. At Pentecost, when the Spirit fell, the crowd said the apostles were full of new wine (Acts 2:13). The world mistakes the Spirit’s joy for wine. The church knows the joy and the Giver.




The Sorcerer and the Healer

Galatians 5:20 lists pharmakeia among the works of the flesh, and preachers tell their people it means drug use. The word names sorcery. Revelation joins the sorcerers with the idolaters (21:8; 22:15) and says Babylon deceived the nations by her sorcery (18:23). The New Testament condemns the sorcery that deceives and enslaves in the service of idols.

The same Bible honors the healer. Sirach says the Lord created medicines from the earth and the wise will not despise them (38:4). Jeremiah asks for balm and a physician in Gilead (8:22). Isaiah prescribes a poultice of figs (38:21). Paul calls Luke “the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14). The Bible forbids the sorcerer and blesses the herbalist, and the church follows the Bible.




The Silence

The preacher says the Bible does not mention cannabis, so the church must not use it. The Bible does not mention coffee, aspirin, tobacco, chocolate or the telephone. An argument from silence that bans cannabis bans the pharmacy and the kitchen with it.

The Bible does mention the herb. It names every herb bearing seed (Genesis 1:29), and it calls them all good. Prohibition needs a text. Scripture offers the gift and offers no prohibition, and the preacher who forbids the gift adds to the Word.




The Stumbling Block and the Law

Romans 14 is the apostle’s chapter on food and drink. Paul says he is persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself (14:14). He says the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, and food and drink are never its measure (14:17). He says each person is to be fully convinced in their own mind (14:5), and he blesses the one who has no reason to condemn himself in what he approves (14:22). Paul gives the table to conscience and to the Spirit.

Romans 13 tells believers to honor rulers, and Paul wrote it under Nero. He says rulers are a terror to bad conduct and never to good (13:3). When a law forbids what God has given and called good, the apostles’ own answer stands: “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). Daniel ate the vegetables God gave him and refused the king’s table (Daniel 1). The church stands in that line and keeps its sacraments by conscience before God.




What the Preachers Pass Over

The same preachers have a great deal of Scripture to answer for.

Genesis 1:29-31. God gives humankind every plant yielding seed and every tree with seed in its fruit, and calls all that he made very good. The charter of creation hands the whole green world to humanity with no list of excluded herbs. Cannabis is a seed-bearing plant. The starting verdict is good, and every restriction must be argued from a text, and no text is given.

Psalm 104:14-15. God makes the grass grow for cattle and plants for man to cultivate, and the psalm lists wine to gladden the human heart beside oil and bread. Evangelical teachers cite this verse readily when they defend a glass of wine. The text does not say “wine only.” It treats the plant world as one generous provision.

1 Timothy 4:1-5. Paul warns that in later times some will fall away, led by deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons. Their mark is that they forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving. Then comes the rule: everything created by God is good, nothing is to be rejected if received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. The passage is a polemic against ascetic teachers who made refusal a badge of spiritual rank. Forbidding what God created and calls good is the mark Paul gives of the departing teacher.

The anti-cannabis sermon almost never mentions 1 Timothy 4. When it does, the passage is qualified until it says nothing.




The Colossian Mirror

The most telling omission is Colossians 2. Paul asks believers who have died with Christ to the elemental principles of the world why they submit to rules: “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch.” These rules, he says, are according to human precepts and teachings. They look wise in self-made religion and severity to the body, and they have no value against the indulgence of the flesh (2:20-23).

Read that passage and then read a sermon against cannabis. The posture is the same: a preoccupation with bodily purity, a suspicion of physical pleasure, a confidence that abstaining proves maturity. The “touch not, taste not, handle not” triad is the slogan of the ascetic teachers Paul opposes, and the quotation marks around it in most translations show that he is citing them. Earlier in the chapter Paul says that no one should pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink (2:16).

Holiness never came from a list of refusals. The church tests every practice by its fruit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Where those grow, the practice is of God.




The Commandments of Men

Jesus knew this pattern well. Quoting Isaiah 29:13, he told the religious leaders of his day that they abandoned the commandment of God and held to the tradition of men, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men (Mark 7:6-9; Matthew 15:9). In Mark 7 the dispute was over ritual purity and what goes into the mouth, and he answered that nothing entering a person from outside defiles; what comes out of the heart does (7:15-23). Mark adds the verdict: Jesus declared all foods clean (7:19).

Isaiah spoke a woe over those who call evil good and good evil (5:20). The preacher who calls God’s green gift evil stands under that woe.

Paul adds a charge about method. He renounces underhanded ways and refuses to handle the word of God deceitfully (2 Corinthians 4:2, NKJV). A preacher who quotes the one verse that supports his conclusion and skips the three that answer it handles the word carelessly. The church reads the whole counsel of Scripture.




What We Teach

The church holds these things together.


	The plants are good. God made them, gave them, and called them good. We receive them with thanksgiving.

	Prohibition needs a text. Where Scripture does not forbid, no preacher may.

	Prayer sanctifies. Every use opens with blessing, rests in gratitude and closes with thanks (1 Timothy 4:5).

	The Spirit is the goal. Every cup, leaf and flame serves the Holy Spirit.

	The table is open. Every member is welcome, and no one judges another’s table (Romans 14:3, 22).



Holy Wisdom, Holy Sophia and Holy Spirit, teach us to read your whole book. Make us people who watch, who give thanks and who love. Amen.
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